Allotype-associated differences in concentrations of human IgA2.
Concentrations of immunoglobulin (Ig)A2 were determined in 176 Finnish blood donor sera. Their IgA, IgM, IgE, IgG1, IgG2, IgG3 and IgG4 concentrations and Gm allotypes had been determined earlier. The mean concentration of IgA2 was higher in individuals carrying the Gm(ax) allele (0.15 g/l) than in those negative for Gm(x) (0.103 g/l). The difference was statistically significant (P = 0.006). As > or = 70% of IgA was usually IgA1, its concentration could be calculated fairly reliably by subtracting the IgA2 value from the IgA value. The mean IgA1 concentration (2.03 g/l) seemed to be independent of the Gm allotypes.